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Business leader gets others enthused
OUR LEADERS
By Suze Metherell
AUT Journalism Student
news@dailypost.co.nz
Sharing your own skills and
passions with the community is
one of the best ways to be an
involved and active member of
Rotorua, says Judith Stanway.
Mrs Stanway was one of 21 local
people who were recently honoured with Rotorua Community
Leadership awards at a special
ceremony.
The awards were created by
Rotorua Mayor Kevin Winters to
celebrate the Sir Peter Blake Trust
Leadership Week.
Mrs Stanway is a professional
businesswoman who has excelled
in the corporate and not-for-profit
sectors.
While her day-to-day role
involves working with many notfor-profit businesses, charities,
and Maori trusts, she has also
lectured across the North Island to
various universities and polytech-

nics, including Waiariki Institute
of Technology. She is the managing partner of BDO Rotorua Ltd,
Chartered Accountants and Advisers, and sits on the boards of
BDO New Zealand, Charities Commission and Scion.
She enjoyed using her business
skills to help her community. ‘‘I’ve
always felt that I’m pretty useless
at baking cakes, so I had to find
other ways of contributing. Even
when my kids were little, I had to
find other ways of contributing,
rather than those sorts of things.
‘‘So, using any experience I had
was a great way of doing something for the community, and
doing something I could enjoy and
I could make a contribution.’’
Her involvement in not-forprofit and governance roles in
Rotorua demonstrate the extent of
her contributions to the community.
Mrs Stanway has been chairwoman of Lakeland Health, deputy
chairwoman of Te Puia and presi-

dent of the Rotary Club, Rotary
Sunrise, to name a few.
Most recently her work in Rotary has seen the club open the
not-for-profit shop, Charity’s, on
Tutanekai St.
Her motivation to have such an
active role arises out of a desire to
give back to Rotorua.
‘‘I work in this community, and
my family went to school in this
community. You feel you need to
give something back; the community has actually been very good to
me.’’
She said being recognised in
her community was humbling.
To be a leader in the community, Mrs Stanway thought it was
important that people found something in which to engage.
‘‘I think first of all it takes some
kind of passion, desire, to make
something happen. It’s not about
what you do so much, it is about
getting everyone else enthused
and feeling that they want to do it
as well.’’

Book a ‘celebration’
of NZ tourism art
By Matthew Martin
matthew.martin@dailypost.co.nz

A former Rotorua man has coauthored a book celebrating the artwork involved in promoting Rotorua
and New Zealand to the world.
Peter Alsop, a former Rotorua
Boys’ High School student, and his
colleagues Gary Stewart and Dave
Bamford have produced Selling the
Dream: The Art of Early New
Zealand Tourism, the first book
dedicated to the celebration of tourism posters and other publicity that
helped promote New Zealand until
the 1960s.
‘‘This was a pivotal period in the
history of New Zealand publicity —
before television and colour photography changed the publicity landscape forever,’’ he said.
Alsop, who lives in Wellington, is
a keen collector of New Zealand art,
with particular interests in tourism
publicity, hand-coloured photography and mid-century New
Zealand landscape paintings.
He said the 408-page book, which
included almost 1000 images,
contained some of the finest graphic
art produced in New Zealand and
was as impressive today as it was
when it was first created.
‘‘The thermal wonderland of
Rotorua has long been central to the
concept of New Zealand as a tourist
destination, complete with a
welcoming whiff of sulphur to signal
a unique visitor experience.’’
He said Rotorua played a formative role in the development of New
Zealand tourism and a central role
in the publicity images that helped
build the tourism industry.
‘‘I had collected a lot of tourism
publicity as a major passion of mine
and I wanted to see the work better
celebrated in public as an important
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ARTFUL READ: Former Rotorua man
Peter Alsop has a particular interest in
tourism publicity and hand-coloured
photography .
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body of work in developing our
tourism industry and shaping our
national identity,’’ Alsop said.
‘‘Be prepared to reminisce, feel
even better about this great country,
and plan your next New Zealand
adventure. These posters are more
than just advertising — they make
people dream. The book is a visually
appealing celebration of New
Zealand’s best known tourism
attractions.’’
Alsop has already started work
on his next project: Selling
Prosperity: The Art of Early New
Zealand Advertising.
■ The book is available from
sellingthedream.co.nz with a 10 per
cent online discount.
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Bomb disposal ace
led rich, colourful life

Bomb disposal expert Alex
McKenzie (pictured) has left behind
a clear message of not letting the
past hold you back.
Mr McKenzie died peacefully in
his sleep on August 20, aged 73. He
was diagnosed with lung cancer in
2009.
Funeral celebrant Trevor Wright,
who was also a family friend of 50
years, said Mr McKenzie was a
lovely man.
‘‘Alex had many wrongs done to
him in his youth, but he didn’t let
that hold him back in life. He was a
great giver, but expected people to
do their bit, too — he wasn’t soft. He
was a man of honour.’’
Mr Wright said Mr McKenzie’s
early years were full of hardship,
with a father and stepmother who
would feed him and his brother
under the washhouse door because
they weren’t allowed in the house.
‘‘He went into care and didn’t like
that so went and got himself a job as
a young high school kid and got his
school certificate before joining the
navy.
‘‘Alex’s quote was, ‘no one can
blame their background for not
being able to make a go of life, it all
has to do with the decisions you
make in life’,’’ Mr Wright said.
He said around 350 people came
to Mr McKenzie’s funeral at the
Rotorua Showgrounds last Friday,
including mourners from Brisbane,
Western Australia and Dunedin.
In 2009, Mr McKenzie was
diagnosed with lung cancer and had
half of his left lung removed. He
believed his condition was because
of his smoking and joined Midland
Cancer Network’s Cough, Cough,
Cough campaign as a ‘‘poster boy’’.
Not long after his operation, Mr
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McKenzie discovered he had
emphysema,
usually caused
by
smoking,
then Mr Wright
said his heart
started playing
up.
‘‘Alex needed
a pacemaker,
then had to go on
oxygen 24 hours a day. It was quite a
struggle for him from there. He
worked up until he was 72 then died
at 73.’’
Mr McKenzie started at the Miramar studios as a National Film Unit
trainee technician, then joined the
navy as an electronics technician.
Mr McKenzie stayed in the navy as a
civilian until 1969, and then talked
his way into the Internal Affairs’
explosive division, bringing about
his move to Rotorua.
Mr McKenzie was soon travelling
the country as a bomb disposal
expert, working in several highprofile cases such as Rotorua’s
Norrie Place parcel bombing in 1985
which killed a woman and gravely
injured another. Mr McKenzie determined the bomb had been sent in a
package by an aggrieved husband to
his ex-wife. Mr McKenzie said in an
earlier interview that the husband,
David Sticovich, plead guilty midhearing after hearing the depth of
his investigation.
Mr McKenzie is survived by his
wife Pam, his children Donna and
Mark, stepdaughter Karen, grandchildren Matthew, Jamie, Sam,
Sebastian, Teagan, Ryan, Arden and
great-grandchildren Alex, Liam,
Katie and Lucan.

— By Sonya Bateson
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